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Principal’s Message

Mr. B.A Abeyratne
The Hostel has played a key role in making Royal

College a National school by providing a shelter
for students from outstation.

ROCOHA can create a platform for the past
hostellers of Royal College to network, socialise,
recognise and help each other to excel in a global
village, and to develop a best-in-class hostel for
the current students.

| am very pleased to provide this message to the
ROCOHA Newsletter at the time of its relaunch.
ROCOHA has plans to strengthen its network and
support hostel activities through the Hostel
Advisory Committee.

| sincerely wish ROCOHA and its members all the
best!
President’s Message
“We were at a home
away from home

Maybe at different times
No parents to show our
emotions
- A
But resolved our own
problems ‘l o

No motherly care

But we learnt to share
Hence, we are a strong
community

Not only local

But also, global!”

ROCOHA plans to develop its network, engage
members, recognise them, and help them grow.
We will work with and support the Hostel
Advisory and Management Committee to
develop the hostel, beyond just the
infrastructure but to also groom a balanced all-
round hosteller. The diverse executive
committee comprising of past hostellers from
1960s to 2017 are working together to create a
sustainable model to take ROCOHA to the next
level, despite the global pandemic.

All these cannot be done alone, and we
anticipate your enthusiastic engagement,
support and participation.

While thanking the Principal, Warden and
Management of the hostel, and all my
predecessor ROCOHA office bearers, may | wish
you good health and happiness!

Janaka Kumarasinghe

College Old Hostellers’
NEWSLETTER

ROCOHA COMMITTEE - 2020/2021

ROCOHA Committee 20/21

s

Halin Hettigoda
Vice-President

Jeevan Nayanajith Ranga Wijewardhane
Secretary Treasurer

Janaka Nonis Buddhika Harishchandra
Asst. Treasurer Membership Secretary

D.S.B Yapa
Asst. Secretary

President- Janaka Kumarasinghe janaka.k@kentridge.lk
Vice President- Halin Hettigoda halin@sampath.lk
Secretary - Jeevan Nayanajith jeevannayanajith@gmail.com
Treasurer- Ranga Wijewardana rangadrw@hotmail.com
Asst. Secretary - D. S. B. Mapa dsbmapa@slt.com.lk;

Asst. Treasurer - Janaka Nonis janaka.nonis@ndbbank.com
Member Secretary - Buddhika Harishcandra
buddhika.haris@gmail.com

Committee Members:
1.Nilanga Nanayakkara
2.Rushan Sumanaweera
3.Prasad Dodamgoda
4.Adithya Narasinghe
5.Dilshan Kanchana
6.Chaminda Methsiri
7.VirajJayawardena
8. Rasika Liyanage
9.Anjana Rathnaweera
10.Chandima Liyanage
11.Hasitha Jayasinghe
12.Madhawa Premarathne
13.M. Rikaz
14. Chandrasiri Sumanasekera
15.Sumudu Dahanayake

Ex-officio Committee members
(Past Presidents)

1. Sanjaya Wijesinghe

2. Nalin Pathikirikorale

3. Hiran Perera

4. M.1.M Riffa

ROCOHA, AGM was
held on 18™
September 2020 at
the Royal College
Union Skills Centre.

Hostel Advisory & Management
Committee appointed on 18t
September 2020

Chairman - Sanjaya Wijesinghe sajw@sltnet.lk
Secretary - Halin Hettigoda
Treasurer - Ranga Wijewardana
Committee Members
e Nalin Pathikirikorale
e Janaka Kumarasinghe
e Prasad Dodamgoda

e Sanjaya Mendis ’ _—
Sanjaya Wijesinghe

Association

Hostel Royal College Colombo

HOSTEL NEWS

Number of students - 280

Grades represented - 6 to 11

Number of Prefects - 18

The Warden - Mr. DM Danuddara

Number of Boarding Masters - 6

Hostel related annual events

The following events are organised by respective

grades/groups
Grade 6 - Maintenance of the garden and plant
exhibition

Grade 7 - Book writing and exhibition

Grade 8 - Innovation exhibition

Grade 9 - Art exhibition

Grade 10 - April New Year Festival

Prefects - Annual Hostel Day in August

*There is a disruption to the annual calendar due to
the Global Pandemic

Projects

Hiran Perera stepped down from
the presidency of ROCOHA at the| {4

The dining hall is being repaired with the
support of RC 2004 batch

Personality & Communication skills
development programme organized by
‘Loyalty Pledge -RCU" for Grade 6,7, 8 & 9
English lessons are being held with the support
of Queensland Old Royalists Association
(QORA)

Hostel fees support for needy students is
funded by ROCOBAA (Royal College Old Boys
Association of Australia)

Donation of 8 Tabs and connectivity to homes
for Grade 6 students has been completed by
Dr. Malitha Wijesundara of SLIT and
coordinated by ex-secretary of ROCOHA
Padmasena Dissanayake.

Hiran Perera Steps Down

recently concluded AGM. After \ G

joining as the Hony. Treasurer,
Hiran has contributed immensely\

to make ROCOHA a going concern

and

to bring in financial

transparency as a banker.
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Current junior hostel buildings

ROCOHA Subcommittees

With the intention of creating a vibrant

sustainable organisation, 4 subcommittees have
been identified under the leadership of respective

Ex-co members;

01. Membership Development -
Buddhika Harischandra
(buddhika.haris@gmail.com)

e Identify batch-reps, and develop the
database

e Drive membership expansion

e Social gatherings and membership
recognition scheme

e Support the Annual Hostel Day

02. Entrepreneurship and Innovations -
Janaka Nonis (janaka.nonis@ndbbank.com) and

and

Chandrasiri Sumanasekera
(malsiri.lanka@gmail.com)

e Form the ROCOHA Entrepreneurship and
Innovations Club and organise forums

e Support and mentor young ROCOHA
entrepreneurs

e Support hostel innovation and career
development initiatives

03. Communication - Anjana Rathnaweera

(anjanarath@yahoo.com)
e Relaunch the ROCOHA Newsletter
e Update the Website
e Develop a ROCOHA brand logo
e Update Facebook page

e Ensure social and other media are effective

04. Special Projects- Ranga Wijewardena

(rangadrw@hotmail.com) and Chaminda
Methsiri (methsirisa@gmail.com)

Identify hostel projects and communicate and
search for sponsors and donors

If any past hosteller would like to join or
support a subcommittee, please contact the

respective leader

HOW ROCOHA WAS FORMED......

Every great thing has a humble beginning!!!

It all began one sunny afternoon, after Priyantha &
Lakshika’s (Ranaweera’s) homecoming took place at
his beautiful home in Matale. Dharmasiri Subasinghe,
Thusitha Jayasinghe, Mahesh Weerarathne, Jaliya
Senadheera, my wife Pubudu & | decided to go for a
walk. Hence, we went to Watagoda to revisit the
haunts we used to frequent when we came here to
spend our holidays with Priyantha as young boys. The
date may have been March or April 1995. We used to
spend many fun-filled days here, climbing the
mountains of Wiltshire, bathing in the streams, etc;

After the sumptuous lunch we had at the
homecoming, we wandered along the golden paddy
fields, a cool breeze fanning our cheeks and sat at a
rock in the middle of it. The sound of water gushing
down a beautiful waterfall nearby made us talk about
our escapades in the past, when we were hostellers of
Royal College. It was in this peaceful environment that
this great idea of forming the Old Hostellers
Association germinated. As we had no pen or paper
with us, we stepped into a nearby “Petti Kade”
borrowed a pen and paper and drafted a letter to the
Warden of the College Hostel, requesting a meeting to
form the Association.

=

: s o .
The dining hall being renovated with the funds from
RC Group of 2004

Membership Drive

The Membership Subcommittee has planned a

After which, we had a cup of plain tea with jaggery and
returned with the letter in our hands. Then it was Sube’,
with the assistance of Channa Ranasinghe (“Kotiya”),
who organized the 1% meeting, which was held at the
hostel dining hall on 12" August 1995.

This was the infamous beginning of our Old
Hostellers Association (ROCOHA) which has grown into
a well-established outfit today.

Rushan Sumanaweera (A/L 1983)

From Left to Right

Thusitha Jayasinghe, Dr. Priyantha Ranaweera, Naim
Mohammad, Rushan Sumanaweera, Dharmasiri
Subasinghe (front) and Gamini Gunaratne

(All from A/L 1983)

A Scholarship to USA

Dr. Priyantha Ranaweera (A/L
1983) granted a scholarship for a
hostel student to visit USA for a
month.

s

Under the Tamarind Tree - Janaka(left) and Sanjaya (right) with Warden Mr. D.M.C Danuddara (center)

Condolences

Old Hosteller and Senior Journalist, Mahilal

membership drive to enroll Life Members. Buddhika Seneviratne (RCH 1973 to 1975) has passed

away. May he attain Supreme Bliss of
Nibbana!

\j§; ‘ fl ==

(buddhika.haris@gmail.com) - Membership Secretary

or Jeevan (jeevannayanajith@gmail.com) - Hony.

Secretary can be contacted for more information.

The lobby which once was a study hall
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF PAST HOSTELLERS

Three Vice Chancellors

Senior Professor Rohana P
Mahaliyanaarachchi (A/L 1977)
has been appointed as the 5%
Vice Chancellor of University
of the Visual and Performing
Arts.

Prof. Sujeewa Amarasena
(A/L 1978) completes his 2"
year as a Vice Chancellor,
University of Ruhuna.

Prof. Udith Jayasinghe (A/L
1986) has been appointed as
the Vice Chancellor,
University of Wayamba.

Professor Shyama Kumara
Banneheka  (A/L  1989),
Professor in Anatomy, Faculty
of Dental Sciences, University
of Peradeniya. He is the
Current President of the
Federation of University
Teacher’s Association (FUTA).

Dr. D.P Chandrasekara (A/L
1978) has been appointed
as the Dean of
Architecture, University of

Moratuwa.

The Ambassador Forum of Sri
Lanka felicitated Sunday
Observer Editor-in-Chief,
Dinesh Weerawansa (A/L 1985)
for his 34-year service in the
field of journalism at their
recent  sessions at the
Organizations of Professional
Association of Sri Lanka, Stanley
Wijesundara Mawatha,
Colombo 07.

Gentlemen do you
want to be called as
old hoatellers or
past hostellers?

Anupa Piyum Pasquel (A/L 1982) has
been elected from Mathugama,
Kaluthara District as a Member of

Parliament (MP).

Mohoan Weerakoon (A/L 1975),

Director from January 2020.

Also, heisa Board Member of several subsidiaries of SLT.
Furthermore, he was appointed a President's Counsel in

2017.
I Senior Deputy Inspector General
: b Roshan Fernando (A/L 1980) has
p—
3 Y been conferred a PhD by British

American University.

Dr. Ajith Tennakoon (A/L 1978)
is functioning as the Chief
Judicial Medical Officer at the
National Hospital in Colombo,
since 2013, he is also the
President of the Royal College
Doctor’s Association with more
than 3000 members.

Nalaka Kaluwewa (A/L 1987),
has been appointed as the
Director General of
Government Information,
Mass media Ministry.

Amal Edirisooriya (A/L 1990),
has been appointed as the

Development Department.

Home & Home -
Awards Ceremony
NDB Bank

Presenter — Damitha Silva

Assistant Vice President - Digital Financial Services
NDB Bank (A/L 1997)

Recipient — Vigneshwara Kaanthan (A/L 2001) Manager
— Nuwara Eliya Branch, NDB Bank (2001 Hostel
prefect)

the senior legal practitioner from
Matale, has been appointed to
the Board of Directors of SLT asan
Independent Non - Executive

Director General, Sports

ROCOHA is proud
of you

Innovations and Entrepreneurship

Entrepreneurship and Innovations Club

ROCOHA plans to have an Entrepreneurship and
Innovation Club with the intention of promoting such
a culture among past hostellers, mentor young
entrepreneurs and help each other grow.

Also, this club can support the innovation activities
among the current hostel students.

Those interested in joining, can contact the
subcommittee leads - Janaka Nonis
(janaka.nonis@ndbbank.com) or Chandrasiri
Sumanasekera (malsiri.lanka@gmail.com )

Nalin Pathikirikorale, who built
the successful ‘Mc Currie’ brand is
gradually handing over the reigns
to his second son Mikhail
Pathikirikorale.

It should be noted that Nalin, a past President of
ROCOHA, has been a tower of strength. He has been
instrumental in completing several projects including
the new building for ROCOHA.

Prasath Nanayakkara (A/L

1986) has rebranded his m
company, which was formed 5 : ;
years ago, to 1 Bllion Tech. ‘ ‘

Elbilli

East Link Engineering Co
(Pvt) Ltd, focused on
design and innovation,
has designed a cage
which can transport
leopards safely after

they have been captured, manufactured through AP
Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. Engineer Ajith Indikadulla (A/L 1985)
(ajith@eastlink.lk) is the main shareholder/owner of
both companies.

Manjula Bandara (A/L 1989)
who helped ROCOHA arrange
the gathering at the ‘Flag and
Whistle’ Restaurant has started
his own Entrepreneurial
venture named ‘Delice’.
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\ Deliee /

Editor's desk for news and feedback

Please contact Anjana Rathnaweera
(anjanarath@yahoo.com) or Secretary, Jeevan
Nayanajith (jeevannayanajith@gmail.com)
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