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ROCOHA Updates

Extracts from the report dated 28™ June 2021 to
the Royal College Union by the Chairman Hostel
Management &  Advisory Board, Sanjaya
Wijesinghe.

1) Hostel fee support:

We have continued to support needy hostellers by
paying hostel fees during this year, a project
continued since 2012, with the support of the Royal
College Old Boys Association of Australia.

2) Extension of hostel fee scholarships:

To promote hostel students to ‘learn books, men
and play the game', a scholarship scheme has been
designed. Up to now, funds have been received to
sponsor eight (8) children with annual scholarships
once the hostel is reopened after the pandemic.

3) E-newsletter:

ROCOHA has introduced an E-newsletter to build
camaraderie among past hostellers residing all over
the world. Two volumes have been published so
far.

4) Silicon Valley Code Camp

With the intention of introducing the ICT industry
to young hostellers while they are at home during
the pandemic, an eight-module Code Camp has
been facilitated from Silicon Valley USA.
Subsequently, learning evaluation has shown
positive outcomes. Eight (8) iPads will be awarded
along with certificates to the participants at a
ceremony sponsored by 1 Billion Tech Chairman/
CEO Mr. Prasath Nanayakkara and his Associate in
the US. The award ceremony which was to be held
on 30" April 2021 has been postponed due to the
pandemic.

5) Painting of dormitory:

According to a request made by Acting Warden Mr.
Janaka Jayasinghe, a senior dormitory that has been
in a dilapidated condition has been repaired and
painted.

6) 'Creating the future during a pandemic'- A
webinar with three past Hosteller Vice-Chancellors
was held on the 12" of June 2021, for the hostel
students and their parents.

7) Website:

The project is ongoing to relaunch the website
which has been short-lived due to content.

8) 'A Hostel Student to USA'

Dr. Priyantha Ranaweera a Medical Consultant
residing in the USA has agreed to sponsor a hostel
student for a month's visit to the USA. This has
been delayed due to the pandemic.

NEWSLETTER
Remembering Pioneer ROCOHA
Presidents

Late Mr. Arthur St. Subasinghe, the
first  President (1994-1996) of
ROCOHA is respectfully remembered
for his dedication and pioneering
work. He passed away in 2007.

wompr=wry Also late Mr. S. Sivarasa, Presidents’
Council second President (1996-1998)
t s of ROCOHA passed away in 2020. His
QI' thinking that first we should build

camaraderie among ROCOHA

members, and support the hostel is
profoundly remembered.

Creating the Future during the

Global Pandemic
An online discussion with three past
hosteller Vice Chancellors

Professor Rohana P. Mahaliyanaarachchi

Vice Chancellor University of Visual and Performing
Arts (Former Vice Chancellor University of
Sabaragamuwa)

Professor Sujeewa Amarasena
Vice Chancellor University of Ruhuna

Professor Udith Jayasinghe
Vice Chancellor University of Wayamba

Moderator- Janaka Kumarasinghe

President ROCOHA

The above webinar successfully concluded with the

participation of students and parents on 12" June
2021

Condolences

It is with great sadness we
inform you, the demise of our
past hosteller Janaka
Sayakkara (1991 A/L). May he
attain  Supreme Bliss of
Nibbana!

Congratulations

ELECTED AS NEW PRESIDENT
OF SRI LANKA FOOTBALL

Jaswar Umar (1993 A/L), the former
Secretary of Sri Lanka Football, has won the
recently concluded football elections and
been elected as the President of Football Sri
Lanka (FSL).

SLASSCOM Best Product
Innovation

Prasath Nanayakkara (1986 A/L), the Co-
Founder & CEO of 1 Billion Tech &
MillionSpaces, won the National Award for
Best Product Innovation, amidst three other
awards at the SLASSCOM National Ingenuity
Awards 2021 for the MilionSpaces product, a
revolutionary space booking platform.

Appointed Secretary to
Ministry of Agriculture

Prof Udith K. Jayasinghe (1986
A/L), of Wayamba University,
has been appointed as the
Secretary to the Ministry of
Agriculture.
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‘They kept thy fame inviolate’

Our Talent

Tharanga Kumarasinghe (1997
A/L), General Manager — Post
Production Derana  Media
Network.

Tharanga is
program editor.

an award-winning television
‘Best Editor’ and ‘Best Sound
Designer’ in State Television Awards, ‘Best
Editor’ in Sumathi Awards and Raigam Awards
are some of them. He is also the director of
‘Manusath Derana’ TV program.

Hayath Riyal (1995 A/L), is
the Chief Executive Officer of

Al Ghurair Foods LLC
(Serendib  Flour Mills -
Colombo).

Nalaka Weragama (1997 A/L),
Head of Digital - Carrier ANZ
Global Product Manager -
, ‘ Customer Experience (CX) COE

Is ddal qualified in IT and Marketing. He holds
an MBA from PIM — Sri Jayawardenapura, and
lives in Sydney — Australia since 2010.

Dr. Pasan Jayasinghe (1997

A/L), Regional Epidemiologist -
s Ministry of Health is in-charge

of epidemic control activities in
- the Kandy district.
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Mafaz Hassan (2003 A/L),
Software Architect - CodeGen
International (Pvt) Ltd,. holds a
Bsc. Engineering (Hons) from
University of Moratuwa.
Mafaz an ACMA (Associate Chartered
Management  Accountant) and CGMA
(Chartered Global Management Accountant),
has been helping ROCOHA in its website
development efforts.

Editor's Desk for News and
Feedback

Web site is under construction. Please
share any quality photos of ROCOHA if
you are in a position.

Please contact Anjana Rathnaweera
(anjanarath@yahoo.com)
or
Secretary, Jeevan Nayanajith
(jeevannayanajith@gmail.com)

Our Entrepreneurs
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Anurudda Bandara (1988
A/L), is the Founder &
Managing Director of ‘Eco
‘l y * Team Group’, a company
SIRa—-— which has been recognized
by the Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority as
level 1 certified and secures accommodation.
Recently his ‘Eco Team Tented Safari Camps’
became the first post-COVID certified sustainable
wildlife accommodation.
Rasika Liyanage (1996 A/L),
Director/Business Partner -
Medifix Health Care (Pvt) Ltd, a
BSc and MBA holder
University of Colombo, also a

from

qualified marketer. served as
Director/CEO of a leading pharmaceutical company.
Presently, he manages his own pharmaceutical
company in partnership. Furthermore, he is a
current committee member of ROCOHA.

Formerly he

Harinda Gunarathna (1997 A/L),
CEO/Business Owner - Topraworld
(Pvt) Ltd, is a graduate in
Microbiology (University of

Kelaniya). A qualified Financial
and IT Consultant, he manages his own software
company and lives in Singapore since 2011.

Membership past hosteller database has been
updated with 657 records up to now. Those who
have not updated their information may update it
using the following link or QR code.

Link: https://forms.gle/SbvrJe5ereu4zx507

Best Wishes

Dr. Indika Jagoda (1989 A/L) for
his appointment as Deputy
Director - National Hospital.

/ Fond Memories \

The day HE, the President, visited
the hostel

In 1977 the JR Jayawardena government
came to power with a huge mandate. The
former 'State Languages Department'
buildings at Reid Avenue were handed over
to Royal College Hostel where the current
senior hostel is situated. Later on, a dinner
was hosted for His Excellency the President
in the hostel dining hall. After the guests’
departure, some boys have seen then Head
Prefect of the hostel enjoying a huge plate
of rice. Few boys have gone up to him and
asked why now? "Malli, | told JR that | am
having a stomachache and did not eat. After
all, sitting next to the President and eating
chicken with fork and spoon is dangerous.
Especially when the president is clad in full

@a" has been his answer. aa
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A group of ROCOHA members
from Australia has sponsored
the ROCOHA website
development project.

~ Thank you ~
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A Unique Family of Boarders

We came across a sporting family of father and three sons who have been in the hostel. The
father, Bandusena Kasthuriarachchi from Eheliyagoda, MD of Bandu Gems & Enterprises has
been a good swimmer and a water polo player during his school days. Lahiru Brian, a boxer
and athlete, works for Richard Peiris Finance as Manager - Investment. Chandu Ryan,
software engineer by profession, lives in New York and has been a 1% XV ruggerite and an
athlete. Lasith, a volleyball player and athlete, is an IT analyst and lives in Texas USA. Lahiru
Brian has a son at Royal College in grade 5, but he is not a hostel student.
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Lahiru Brian
(2002 A/L)
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Chandu Ryan
(2005 A/L)

Lasith lyan
(2007 A/L)
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